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Subject: NEWS UPDATE: EPA, CDC officials testify to Senate on child lead poisoning {(USA TODAY)

EPA, CDC officials testify to Senate on child lead
poisoning
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By Alison Young, USA TODAY

(http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/story/2012-07-12/lead-poisoning-hearing/56171956/1)

WASHINGTON - A U.S. senator questioned federal environmental health officials at a hearing Thursday about
what is being done to address lead poisoning risks posed by contaminated soil around hundreds of old lead
factory sites featured in a recent USA TODAY investigation.

"Generations of children are growing up playing in the shadow of these lead smelting plants," said U.S. Sen.
Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J. "Throughout the nation, the USA TODAY report shows lead contamination has had a
devastating impact ... it's obvious we could help fix this problem if the EPA had the resources to fully test and
clean up" the sites.

Lautenberg's comments came during a hearing before the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works
on the latest science on the effects lead has on children's bodies.

The studies show that even small exposures are associated with measurable reductions in 1Q, increased
incidence of attention disorders and other health problems in children, members were told by scientists from the
Environmental Protection Agency and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

"No safe blood lead level for children has been identified," Christopher Portier, director of the CDC's
environmental health center, testified.

Children can be exposed to lead from a variety of sources. While lead-based paint is the best-known source, a
USA TODAY investigation earlier this year revealed the danger posed by lead-contaminated soil around
forgotten factory sites that spewed lead particles into neighborhoods for decades before closing in the 1960s or
1970s. Other sources of exposure include soil contaminated from years of leaded gasoline emissions. Children
can ingest lead particles by putting dusty toys or hands in their mouths.

John Vandenberg, an EPA official whose division evaluates scientific research, testified that human exposures
to lead involve multiple sources, "including hand to mouth contact or inhalation of lead dust, eating peeling
paint chips, drinking water conveyed through lead pipes, and exposure to soil, which can act as a reservoir for
deposited lead emissions.”

Portier told the committee the No. 1 source of exposure for young children is lead-based paint in homes.

The CDC in May announced that for the first time in 20 years it was changing the federal definition of lead
poisoning, reducing by half the amount of lead in a child's body that should trigger protective actions by parents
and health officials.

The CDC estimates that more than 500,000 U.S. children ages 1-5 have blood-lead levels above the new
standard, which is 5 micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood. About 150,000 children are estimated to have
lead levels above the old standard of 10.

During the hearing, Lautenberg expressed concern about a former smelter site in Carteret, N.J., featured in USA
TODAY's "Ghost Factories" series, which he called a "sobering report that puts this crisis in perspective."

"A lead smelting plant spewed toxic materials throughout the neighborhood," he said, yet only the factory's
property was cleaned up after it closed decades ago - not any of the yards of people living in a nearby
neighborhood. USA TODAY's tests found dangerous levels of lead contamination remain in neighborhood
soils.
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"It means over multiple administrations of both parties we've failed to protect these families whose lives and
futures hang in the balance," Lautenberg said, noting that the Carteret site was just one of more than 230
forgotten factories nationwide identified by the newspaper's investigation that may pose a threat to residents.

Lautenberg asked what the EPA can do to address the contamination in such neighborhoods.

Vandenberg said the EPA takes the issues seriously. "I can say EPA is aware of these issues and our discussions
are ongoing."

When the CDC lowered its definition of lead poisoning in May, dramatically increasing the number of U.S.
children needing action to protect them from continued lead exposure, the agency said in a statement that it will
be difficult to take some actions its scientific advisory panel recommended to protect lead-exposed children
because the CDC lacks the funding and staff.

"A commitment to implement actions cannot be made due to our lack of control over available resources," the
agency said in a statement issued in May.

Congress nearly eliminated CDC funding for lead-poisoning prevention this year, cutting the program from $29
million in fiscal year 2011 to $2 million. Most of the money is sent by the CDC to local health departments,
which use it to investigate poisoning cases and take other actions to protect children. The CDC is reducing staff
in its Lead Poisoning Prevention Program from 26 to six full-time employees.

In June, the Senate Appropriations Committee voted to restore some of the CDC's lead funding - upping it to
$10 million in fiscal year 2013. A House version of the bill that includes CDC funding is pending.

"Unfortunately, just as the federal government acknowledges more children are at risk, the 2013 budget
proposal effectively cuts funding," said Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., who chaired Thursday's environment
committee hearing.

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R 1., noted that no Republican members of the environment committee attended
Thursday's lead poisoning science hearing. "It's unfortunate we don't seem to have any participation from the
Republican side," he said.

Staff for Sen. James Inhofe of Oklahoma, the committee's ranking Republican, distributed a written statement
that said today's hearing was about "one of the things I think all members of Congress agree on: lead exposure
in children is harmful." The statement expressed concern that efforts to reduce blood-lead levels "must be based
on a scientific approach and not precautionary paranoia” and called for greater scrutiny of the EPA's new lead
renovation and painting rules.

Health advocates said they hoped today's hearing would increase awareness by members of Congress that lead
poisoning is not an old issue.

"I hope there will be a bipartisan understanding and appreciation of the ongoing impact of childhood lead
poisoning," said Rebecca Morley, executive director of the National Center for Healthy Housing.

"This is a terrible time to be scaling back on lead support," Maryland's health secretary, Joshua Sharfstein, said
in an interview this week. Sharfstein said state health officials have been sending out letters to health providers
advising them of the new CDC guidance on children's blood-lead levels. They're trying to determine how best
to manage the cases of children who may not have received any outreach because their blood was tested before
the CDC lowered its action level.

"We want to do everything we can to help these kids with low-level lead exposure," Sharfstein said. "We're
trying to figure out with the resources we have what the best approach is."
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In Wisconsin, where CDC funding is likely to run out in September, some lead prevention staff have left for
more secure jobs and positions have been left vacant, said Henry Anderson, state health officer at the Wisconsin
Department of Health Services.

"For us, getting replacement funding takes time," Anderson said in an interview, noting the state has a biennial
budget that won't be revisited until next summer. He said the department is trying to figure out how to use the
money it has most effectively, which may mean doing fewer home inspections or less comprehensive
investigations of how individual children are being poisoned, and scaling back information outreach programs
to families and physicians.

Dahnish Shams

National Center for Environmental Assessment Intern
Office of Research and Development

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Work: (703) 347-0357
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